
under the requirement. There is no official 
agency which currently recognizes foreign 
religious education in Uzbekistan, and 
observers claim that meeting the new rules 
is impossible.

Soccer Fans Clash with 
Churchgoers in Peru (6)

Peruvian police have been called in to 
break up clashes between soccer fans and 
members of an evangelical church in a 
dispute over who owns a sprawling plaza 
in front of a stadium. Hundreds of members 
of the Upper Room church arrived in buses, 
wearing yellow construction helmets, and 
began painting walls, covering images of 
famed players from the Alianza Lima club. 
Soccer fans soon arrived, and the two sides 
clashed. Police in the Peruvian capital used 
tear gas to break up the confrontation. 
Police Chief Gaston Rodriguez said several 
fans and church members were detained.

The club said in a news release that it has 
owned the plaza for 40 years, but a lawyer 
for the church said the church has been the 
registered owner of the property since 2016. 
It is now used for concerts, parking, and a 
gathering place for fans. The Upper Room 
wants to hold worship services there.

Tony Dungy Says Let 
Christian Athletes Speak 
Out (7)

National Football League analyst and former 
coach Tony Dungy says he believes God has 
given him a job at NBC in part so he can be a 
voice for Christian athletes. He also says the 
media shouldn’t withhold comments that 

Christian athletes make about their faith.  
Dungy, a Hall of Fame coach who won a 

Super Bowl with the Indianapolis Colts, said 
he received some pushback after reporting, 
on air, comments that Philadelphia 
quarterback Nick Foles made to him prior to 
the Super Bowl.

“He told me he felt that God had him on 
that Philadelphia Eagles team for a reason,” 
Dungy said. “He had been the backup 
quarterback, now he was starting in the 
Super Bowl, and he felt very confident he 
was going to have a good game because 
he believed God had him there for that 
purpose.”

Dungy said he received some criticism for 
bringing religion into his reporting, although 
most of the comments were positive. The 
media shouldn’t discount athletes who 
discuss their faith, Dungy said. 

“I think people have to understand that 
Christian athletes have the same ability 
to espouse their views as anyone else has 
and if we ask them a question about what 
is allowing them to play well, and they say, 
‘It’s my faith in Christ’ or ‘It’s the Holy Spirit,’ 
we can’t hold that in and we can’t begrudge 
them of that,” he said.

To check out books and other church resources, 
please visit www.Tyndale.com.
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Country in Focus: Madagascar (1)

The world’s fourth largest island, Madagascar is located off the coast of 
Mozambique, on the eastern edge of Africa. A great deal of the plant and 
animal life found there is unique to the island. Agriculture, fishing, and 
forestry have been the traditional means of living for most people on the 
island, but slash-and-burn farming has destroyed vast areas of forest and 

created serious erosion. The nation is listed as the world’s 11th poorest, and much of the 
population lives in poverty. Frequent cyclones, a lack of clean water and sanitation, and a 
lack of infrastructure all limit efforts to improve the people’s lives. In addition, continuing 
political instability threatens any progress made. 

Protestant churches in Madagascar have a strong heritage of faith despite persecution by 
heathen rulers and outside authorities, but the old Malagasy folk religion remains pervasive. 
The government and traditional churches are suspicious of younger charismatic groups. 
Organizations such as Youth With a Mission and Youth for Christ are having a positive impact 
on the island’s young people, but more training is needed.

Prayer concerns:
• Madagascar remains locked in a battle with poverty. The majority of the people live on less 
than one dollar a day and survive only through subsistence agriculture.

• Political troubles and conflict continue to plague the island.

• Old beliefs still prevail in much of society, despite the growth of Christianity. Worship of 
ancestors and witchcraft remain strong.

• The church is highly divided, and mainline churches have been resistant to change.

• There is a great need for discipleship and biblical training at all levels.

Continued on page 2

Chinese Authorities 
Remove Crosses, Close 
Churches (2)

According to ChinaAid, Henan authorities 
continue to tear down crosses across 

China, specifically in Zhengzhou, Nanyang, 
and Yuzhou. Christians sang hymns to 
encourage each other as a cross was ripped 
down at Gospel Fellowship Tongxin Church, 
and Christians from Zhongmo County were 
informed by the local government that crosses 
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For you answer our prayers. All of us must come to you. 
PSALM 65:2
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Kuteh’s Christian faith.
“I would reassure them, based on the joy 

and peace that I really have found in Jesus,” 
she said.

But a few patients complained, leading 
to her dismissal in June 2016. Even 
worse, the Nursing and Midwifery Council 
(NMC) placed restrictions on her future 
employment. She found another job, but 
due to the restrictions she was required to 
have a senior nurse oversee her.

“All I had done was to nurse and care for 
patients,” she said. “How could it ever be 
harmful to tell someone about Jesus?”

But recently, the NMC dropped the 
restrictions, clearing Kuteh’s name. The NMC 
ruled, “It is in the public interest to return 
an otherwise experienced and competent 
nurse into practice.”

Egyptian Christian 
Homes Attacked (4)

A group of Muslims attacked a Christian 
village in southern Egypt recently, injuring 
two Coptic believers and a firefighter. The 
Minya Coptic Orthodox Diocese announced 
that at least four Christian homes in 
the village were attacked and looted by 
extremists who objected to the houses 
being used as churches.

“Extremists attacked Copts, stole quanti-
ties of jewelry and money, destroyed house-

hold appliances and set fire to property,” 
the diocese’s statement reads.

Threats and reports of an attack on the 
Christian community had been rumored for 
several days. Although the church informed 
authorities of the danger, the diocese’s 
statement explains that authorities only 
came to the Christians’ aid after the attack 
occurred. 

Approximately 10 percent of the Egyptian 
population is Christian. Egypt currently 
ranks as the 17th worst nation in the world 
when it comes to Christian persecution, 
according to Open Doors USA’s 2018 World 
Watch List.

Uzbekistan Places 
New Restrictions on 
Churches (5)

In Central Asia, Uzbekistan has added new 
requirements for religious organizations 
applying for legal status. The requirements, 
which are against Uzbekistan’s international 
human rights obligations, have made some 
Christian churches and groups fearful. 

The new rules require that the head 
of any religious community or religious 
educational institution provide a notarized 
copy of the country’s official recognition of 
their religious education. Currently, little 
information is available as to what type 
of education is considered acceptable 

would be taken down. Authorities have 
instructed houses of worship to not display 
crosses outside of the church buildings,  
and some churches planned to cover the 
crosses with black veils to conceal them.

It has also been reported that churches 
will be merged to decrease the number to 
only one or two in each county. So far, in 
Zhengzhou, eight house churches have been 
shut down, but locals have reported that it 
is difficult to estimate how many churches 
have been closed overall. Furthermore, 
pastors and ministers are being required to 
take government-supervised exams which 
will ask them to answer questions regarding 

regulations on religious affairs, government 
practices to secure freedom of religion, and 
core socialist values, among other topics.

British Nurse Cleared 
After Firing (3)

A British nurse who was fired for telling 
patients about her Christian faith was 
cleared recently following a two-year 
investigation. As part of her job at a  
hospital, Sarah Kuteh was required to ask 
patients about their faith while guiding 
them through a preoperative assessment 
questionnaire. This naturally led to 
conversations with some patients about 

Once, when the people 
of God had become 

careless in their relationship 

with him, the Lord rebuked 

them through the prophet 

Haggai. “Look at what’s hap-

pening to you!” (Haggai 1:5, 

nlt) he declared, urging them 

to reflect and evaluate their 

slipshod spirituality in light 

of what God had told them.

Even those most faithful 

to God occasionally need to 

pause and think about the 

direction of their lives. It’s 

so easy to bump along from 

one busy week to another 

without ever stopping to 

ponder where we’re going 

and where we should be 

going. The beginning of a 

new year is an ideal time to 

stop, look around, and get 

our bearings. To that end, 

here are some questions 
to ask prayerfully in the 
presence of God.
1. What’s one thing you 
could do this year to increase 
your enjoyment of God?

2. What’s the most humanly 
impossible thing you will ask 
God to do this year?

3. What’s the single most 
important thing you could do 
to improve the quality of your 
family life this year?

4. In which spiritual disci-
pline do you most want to 
make progress this year, and 
what will you do about it?

5. What is the single biggest 
time waster in your life, and 
what will you do about it this 
year?

6. What is the most help-
ful new way you could 
strengthen your church?

7. For whose salvation will 

you pray most fervently  

this year?

8. What’s the most im-

portant way you will, by God’s 

grace, try to make this year 

different from last year?

9. What one thing could you 

do to improve your prayer life 

this year?

10.  What single thing that 

you plan to do this year will 

matter most in 10 years? In 

eternity?

(The above is excerpted 

from an article by Donald S. 

Whitney, professor of biblical 

spirituality and associate 

dean at the Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary. He has 

authored six books, including 

Spiritual Disciplines for the 

Christian Life. He served in 

pastoral ministry for 24 years.)

This month you can . . .  
Ask These Questions
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