
of President Xi Jinping, raided church 
meetings, and interrogated hundreds of 
Christians from one congregation.

The AP story further said that under 
Xi, Christians “are seeing their freedoms 
shrink dramatically even as the country 
undergoes a religious revival.” Experts said 
Xi is “waging the most severe systematic 
suppression of Christianity in the country 
since religious freedom was written into the 
Chinese constitution in 1982,” according to 
the AP.

Christians Celebrate 
in Mosul for First Time 
Since ISIS Liberation (5)

For the first time in four years, Christians 
celebrated in Mosul, Iraq’s second largest 
city, and vowed to encourage more believers 
to return by rebuilding the city’s churches 
that were destroyed by ISIS. A service was 
held in the Saint Paul cathedral—the only 
functioning church in Mosul—for the first 
time since Islamic State militants took over 
the city in 2014, forcing the entire Christian 
population to flee.

The service, attended by Muslim and 
Christian worshipers, was led by the 
patriarch of Iraq’s Chaldean Catholic Church, 
Louis Raphael Sako, who issued a message 
of unity. “My message is to our brothers the 
Muslims before the Christians,” he said. “I 
ask them to change their way of thinking; 
you should know Christianity better.” He 
expressed hope that the Christians who 
fled persecution in Mosul—about 200,000 
people—would be able to return to their 
homes now that Islamic State militants had 

been driven out.
When ISIS overtook Mosul in 2014, the 

group issued an ultimatum to citizens: 
convert, pay taxes, leave, or die. In an 
attempt to erase the city’s Christian heritage, 
the group destroyed countless Christian 
symbols, structures, and churches.

Church of England Plans 
More Than 100 New 
Churches (6)

The Church of England is to plant more than 
100 new churches in coastal areas, market 
towns, and outer urban housing estates.

The plan will see new Christian 
communities in areas including the Kent 
coast, housing estates in Plymouth, and 
market towns in Cambridgeshire. The plans 
have been backed by the archbishop of 
Canterbury, Justin Welby, as a “wonderful 
example” of how churches are seeking 
to be faithful to God and to serve their 
communities.

He said, “The Church of England exists to 
share the good news of Jesus through our 
words and our actions. Across the country, 
churches are bursting with life—which in 
part is shown through how they love and 
serve their communities. I’m especially 
pleased about these grants because they 
demonstrate our commitment to following 
Jesus to the places of greatest need in our 
society.”

To check out books and other church resources, 
please visit www.Tyndale.com.

China Shutting Down Churches, Seizing Bibles, continued from page 3

Country in Focus: Lesotho (1)

Lesotho is a mountainous country completely surrounded by South Africa. 
Only 10 percent of the land is arable. The mountainous geography, limited 
infrastructure, and lack of agricultural land have kept the country poor and 
hastened soil erosion. Half the population lives below the poverty line, 
and unemployment often reaches as high as 45 percent. Poor soil quality 

and drought have meant that Lesotho cannot feed itself even though many are involved 
in subsistence farming. Sources of income include hydroelectricity, the textile industry, 
diamond mining, and remittances from laborers working abroad, mostly in South Africa. 
Lesotho’s government is a constitutional monarchy, and the country enjoys freedom of 
religion. New evangelical groups such as YWAM have continued to see growth despite many 
hardships, and Missionary Aviation Fellowship has 26 landing strips in the country, with 
staff and doctors providing support for missionaries as well as the general population.

Prayer concerns:
•  Lesotho faces a very difficult future—widespread poverty leads to drug addiction and the 

breakdown of traditional family structures.

• AIDS has devastated the population with an HIV infection rate of nearly 25 percent.

• The Basotho tribe was Christianized generations ago, but most were never truly converted.

•  The mountain population of 600,000, many of whom are nominally Christian, are among 
the poorest and most vulnerable.

• There is a great need for trained pastors and unity within the local churches.

Continued on page 2

Uganda Church Closes 
after Months of Islamist 
Attacks (2)

A church outside Kampala, the capital of 
Uganda, has closed after months of area 
Muslims pelting its gatherings with rocks. 

Last fall, a stone thrown through a 
window struck Pastor Moreen Sanyu 
while she was preaching and knocked her 
unconscious. She spent two days in the 
hospital following the attack.

According to Pastor Sanyu, the Sunday 
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If one part [of Christ’s body] suffers, all the parts suffer with it,  
and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad. 

1 CORINTHIANS 12:26
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ad, removing the Bible and simplifying 
the billboard so it just listed the dates 
and musical acts appearing. But when 
complaints continued, the ad company 
wound up removing the billboards 
completely and refunding Harvest their 
money.

Despite the trouble, Collins says Harvest 
church took it all in stride. “We’re certainly 
not upset with the billboard company. 
Obviously, they’re catching heat for allowing 
us to run these ads. We feel it is just 
unfortunate that people are complaining. 
It’s sad that our culture is at this degree 
of intolerance,” he said. “There’s such 
intolerance against Christianity that we 
aren’t allowed to state that or to publicly 
advertise this event. That’s amazing.”

Harvest started a campaign with the 
hashtag #StandForTheBible and reminded 
guests to be sure to bring their Bibles to the 
event. They added time during each night 
when leaders invited the crowd to hold up 
their Bibles and say, “We are not ashamed 
of the Bible, nor are we ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ for it is the power of God 
unto salvation.”

Despite having their billboards pulled by 
one company, the Harvest ads contracted 
through other companies remained up. 
According to the Harvest website, 100,000 
attendees turned up at the Anaheim 
Stadium, and the event drew 9,260 pro-
fessions of faith.

China Shutting Down 
Churches, Seizing 
Bibles (4)

China is in the midst of an “ambitious 
new effort” to lessen or even eradicate the 
influence of Christianity and religion from 
the country, according to an investigation by 
the Associated Press (AP).  

An in-depth AP story described churches 
being shut down, Bibles being seized, and 
restrictions being placed on other religions, 
too. Crescents have been removed from 
mosques and Tibetan children removed 
from Buddhist temples and placed in public 
schools.

In one instance, Chinese officials 
interrupted a church meeting and told 
everyone to leave. They then ordered church 
leaders to remove a cross, a Bible verse, 
and a painting of the Last Supper from the 
wall. “I’ve always prayed for our country’s 
leaders, for our country to get stronger,” a 
local Christian told the AP. “They were never 
this severe before, not since I started going 
to church in the 80’s. Why are they telling us 
to stop now?”

In recent months, Chinese authorities 
have shut down hundreds of Christian 
house churches, seized Bibles and forced 
e-commerce retailers to stop selling Bibles, 
prevented children from attending church in 
some areas, urged Christians in one location 
to replace posters of Jesus with pictures 

after the attack, no one came to the worship 
service. Islamist attacks had reduced 
attendance at services to 150 by the end 
of the summer, before worshipers stopped 
coming, out of fear for their lives. “I am 
not ready to lose my life by attending the 
church,” one church member said.

“We cannot watch our children joining 
infidels’ church,” said a local Islamic 
teacher. “The pastor has no respect for other 
people’s religion, especially our innocent 
and immature children in Islamic faith.” He 
added that local Muslims will not allow the 
church to operate.

“We have not persuaded the Christians to 
join our faith, hence why should the church 
keep on stealing our members?” he said.

Uganda’s constitution and other laws 
provide for religious freedom, including the 
right to propagate one’s faith and convert 
from one faith to another. Muslims make 
up no more than 12 percent of Uganda’s 
population.

Bible Billboards Called 
“Offensive” (3)

Pastor Greg Laurie of Harvest Christian 
Fellowship in Southern California has been 
forced to remove his billboard ads at local 
malls, which showed him holding a Bible.

Each year, for nearly 30 years, Harvest 
has hosted a crusade, so Laurie contacted a 
local billboard company to buy some space 
in malls around the area to advertise the 
free event. The ads were up for about two 
weeks before the billboard company asked 
Laurie to revise them.

“There was nothing overtly religious 
about [the billboard image],” said John 
Collins, Harvest executive director. In fact, 
Harvest argued that with no markings on 
the Bible the pastor held in the ad, it could 
be any book. Yet the billboard company 
reportedly received multiple complaints and 
one “serious threat” from people who found 
the Bible “offensive.”

The Harvest team initially revised the 

It’s the time of year to start 
considering New Year’s 

resolutions. And what better 
resolution could a Christian 
make than to read through 
the Bible in 2019? Statistics 
show that most people pro-
fessing faith in Jesus have 
never completely read their 
Bible. Many people start 
reading but become over-
whelmed by the number of 
chapters (1,189) and verses 
(31,102). What we don’t real-
ize is that we can read the  
Bible in a year by reading 
fewer than four chapters a day.

There are a number of 

Bibles specifically designed 
as a one-year read. Tyndale 
House Publishers has a 
variety of one-year versions. 
Of course the Internet also 
has hundreds of yearly 
reading plans. There are 
plans to read through the 
Bible in six months and  
also plans to do it over the 
course of two years.

The trick is simply to get 
started. Make plans to do so 
this January.

Tips for reading the Bible 
daily:
• Start reading today—there 

is no better time, and there’s 
no reason to wait. 

• Set aside a specific time 
each day. Set your schedule 
and then stick to it. Mornings 
are great, but feel free to 
use any time that works 
consistently for you. 

• Read the Bible for the 
sake of learning, not simply 
to accomplish your next 
reading. Say a short prayer to 
God before you begin, asking 
the Holy Spirit to give you 
wisdom and understanding, 
then be refreshed by the 
words you read! 

This month you can...  
Plan to Start Reading Through  
the Bible in a Year
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