
significant 
news for 
christians
Some news that’s  
encouraging—some 
disturbing. Read with 
discernment. Watch  
and pray. 

Country in Focus: Honduras (1)

Honduras is a mountainous country with fertile coastal plains on the 
Caribbean and Pacific coasts—and it is one of the Western Hemisphere’s 
poorest nations, with most of the wealth in the hands of a very small minority. 
Widespread unemployment, low wages, the devastation of hurricanes, and 
limited development make life difficult for the majority, with most of the 

population below the poverty line. Evangelicals made up only 1 percent of Honduras’s 
population in 1960 but have steadily increased over the past five decades; some 36 percent 
of the population now identify with evangelical beliefs.

Prayer concerns:
• The government faces an uphill battle to establish true stability as corruption continues 
to be a major problem.

• Socioeconomic problems are widespread and deeply entrenched—children at risk, powerful 
gangs, the decimation of the population by AIDS, and the continued effects of the destruction 
caused by recent hurricanes.

• Training for evangelical leaders is critical, and most Christian schools and seminaries face 
financial and staffing difficulties.

• Churches are needed to reach Honduras’s Amerindian populations and to help these people 
groups grow in their faith.

• Many foreign mission groups are at work in Honduras—especially Youth With A Mission 
and Christian Fellowship Mission.

August       
2018

Continued on page 2

Customer service and subscription number: 1-800-692-9912. James Kraus, publisher; Sarah Mason Rische, associate editor. © 2018 The Church Around the World,  
vol. 48, no. 8, August 2018. The Church Around the World is published monthly by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 351 Executive Dr., Carol Stream, IL 60188. Printed 
in the USA. The Church Around the World is a registered trademark of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. Subscription $14.00 per month per 100 copies. Canada: $16.00 
per 100 per month. Scripture quotations from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of 
Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Sources: christianheadlines.com, assistnews.net, charismanews.com, onenewsnow 
.com, relevantmagazine.com, religionnews.com, worldmag.com, worldwatchmonitor.org, and wwrn.org. All images © Unsplash. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to The Church Around the World, Subscription Services, P.O. Box 405, Mt. Morris, IL 61054.

Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and  
be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. 

EPHESIANS 6:18

New Audio Bible for the Tewe People, continued from page 3

a form that people can use on a daily basis. 
That’s why we want to bring that connection 
to God’s Word in audio.”

ASM recently opened a new audio Bible 
recording studio in Chimoio, Mozambique— 
right in the heart of Tewe territory. This will 
allow them to get more Scripture resources 
to the Tewe people. The Tewe language is 
not a written language, making it difficult for 
the team working with local Tewe speakers 
to translate Scripture before they can record. 
However, they now have over ten hours of 
Scripture recording completed.

Christians in China Ask 
for Prayer (6)

Christians in China have asked the 
international community to unite in prayer 
as Communist Party authorities continue to 
intensify their campaign against churches in 
the country.

“The condition is deteriorating, but the 
obstacles tie the house churches together 
and direct them to God,” said a believer 
with the surname Li from a house church in 
Nanyang.

Restrictions on believers have increased 
in recent months following the imple-
mentation of the revised Religious Affairs 
Regulations. The rules, which define the 
administrative framework around religious 
activities, have the stated aim of “protecting 
citizens’ freedom of religious belief.”

“Religious affairs maintenance should 
persist in a principle of maintaining legality, 
curbing illegality, blocking extremism, 
resisting infiltration and attacking crime,” 
the regulations say. “Any group or individual 

must not create conflict or contention 
between different religions, with a single 
religion or between religious individuals 
and non-religious individuals.”

A believer with the surname Cao told 
ChinaAid that in the central Henan province, 
officials demanded the outdoor cross of 
a newly constructed Three-Self Church be 
taken down, even though such churches are 
sanctioned by the government.

 “Activities in the illegally-built parishes 
will be prohibited. Other legal Christian 
activities here will remain open,” he said, 
adding that the government was targeting 
unregulated activities, not Christians.

Recently, the Chinese government 
banned the sale of Bibles through online 
bookstores across the country, also as part 
of the renewed regulations.

President Xi has said he wants Chinese 
faith communities to move “to the direction 
of localizing the religion, practice the core 
values of socialism, develop and expand 
the fine Chinese tradition and actively 
explore the religious thought which accords 
with China’s national circumstances.”

World Watch Monitor reported in October 
that some estimate the number of Christians 
in China could reach 247 million by 2030, 
“making it the world’s largest congregation.”

To check out books and other church resources, 
please visit www.Tyndale.com.

Kidnapped Nigerian  
Girl Refuses to  
Convert to Islam (2)

Liya Sharibu, a 15-year-old girl who was 
kidnapped from her boarding school 
in February, reportedly remains captive 
because she has refused to convert to Islam. 

Boko Haram militants invaded the 
boarding school in northeastern Nigeria 
and kidnapped 110 students. After making 
a deal with Nigerian president Muhammadu 
Buhari, the militant group released at least 
105 schoolgirls and 1 boy in March.

“One girl, Liya, is still with them because 



All eyes are on Syria as 
the complicated civil 

war that has raged for seven 
years seems to get worse by 
the day. In a nutshell, the 
conflict is between Syrian 
president Bashar al-Assad’s 
regime and the Syrian citi-
zens who want him gone. 
However, over time, the fight 
has spiraled into a prickly in-
ternational war with some of 
America’s most substantial 
enemies and closest partners 
on different sides.

As a Christian, you may 
have more ties to Syria 
than you realize. You may 
personally know some of 
the thousands of Syrian 
refugees who have fled the 
war-torn nation for places 
like the United States. Or 
you’ve read about Syria 
in your Bible, though you 
may not have made the 
connection. For example:

• Syrians were among the 
first to respond to the healing 
and preaching ministry of 
Jesus (Matthew 4:23-24).

• It was on the road to 
Damascus, the capital of 
Syria, that the apostle Paul 

transformed from a terrorist 
to an evangelist (Acts 9:3-6).

• Syria is the setting of many 
of the places mentioned 
in the book of Acts includ-
ing Damascus, Antioch, 
Seleucia, and Caesarea 
Philippi.

• The Holy Spirit appointed 
Paul and Barnabas for a 
missionary journey at the 
church of Antioch in Syria 
(Acts 13:1-3).

As you consider today’s 
headlines and Syria’s history, 
here are three ways you can 
pray for this war-torn nation:
1. Pray for the victims of 
the war. Civilians have suf-
fered for many years, and 
since 2011, more than 
400,000 people have died 
because of the fighting. 
The UN Refugee Agency 
reports that since January 
2013, more than 5.6 million  
people have fled Syria. Ac-
cording to the New York 
Times, the April 7 suspected 
chemical weapons attack 
on the Syrian people left 
at least 42 dead, including 
women and children.

2. Pray for peace negoti-

ations. Russian president 

Vladimir Putin, Turkish presi-

dent Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, 

and Iranian president Has-

san Rouhani recently met 

at a trilateral summit to 

discuss Syria’s future and 

establish “de-escalation” 

zones to help end the war. 

Their meeting—held just 

three days before the sus-

pected chemical weapons at-

tack—underscores why much 

work remains to de-escalate 

events in Syria.

3. Pray for aid workers. Open 

Doors USA, a nonprofit or-

ganization that equips per-

secuted Christians in more 

than 60 countries, says ba-

sic necessities are in demand 

because of the ongoing war. 

Pray for the strength and pro-

tection of aid workers who 

are trying to help those who 

are suffering. Also, pray that 

relief workers and supplies 

can safely reach those who 

are hurting.
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US Air Force Reverses 
Suspension (3)

A US Air Force colonel was suspended last 
year after he refused to sign a certificate 
in support of same-sex marriage. Now that 
decision has been reversed. 

Colonel Leland Bohannon, citing his 
Christian faith, refused to sign a certificate 
of appreciation for the same-sex spouse 
of a retiring serviceman. First Liberty 
Institute filed an appeal with the Air Force 
Review Boards Agency after Bohannon was 
suspended.

The Air Force has now reversed its decision 
and stated that Bohannon “had the right to 
exercise his sincerely held religious beliefs 
and did not unlawfully discriminate when he 
declined to sign the certificate.”

Pastors Freed from 
Prison in Burma (4)

After spending more than a year in a Burma 
prison, two assistant pastors arrested by 
the Burmese army were freed under a gov-
ernment amnesty program. Dom Dawng 
Nawng Latt, 65, and La Jaw Gam Hseng, 
35, were among more than 8,500 prisoners 
granted amnesty by newly elected president 
U Win Myint, sources said. The two men had 
spent almost a year and a half in prison after 
being arrested for “being suspicious.”

The two pastors were released from 

Lashio prison, northern Shan state, where 
their family members went to greet them. 

Area sources said the pastors were likely 
arrested and charged for speaking to media 
and helping local journalists cover the 
bombing of a Catholic church building, a 
house, and schools in Shan state.

Burma is about 80 percent Buddhist and 
9 percent Christian. The government has 
recognized the special status of Buddhism 
in Burma. The nation is ranked 24th on 
Christian support organization Open Doors’ 
2018 World Watch List of the countries 
where it is most difficult to be a Christian.

New Audio Bible for the 
Tewe People (5)

The Tewe people in central Mozambique 
have had missionaries come to them for 
years, and today, about 40 percent of the 
Tewe people are Christian. However, this 
people group has no Bible and less than 
one hour of Scripture in audio. Because of 
their limited access to God’s Word, it is easy 
for Tewe Christians to mix biblical teachings 
with the local ethnic religions.

Joshua Harrison with Audio Scripture 
Ministries (ASM) says the Tewe people 
group “is still considered a least-reached 
people group because there are still 
some significant cultural strongholds with 
witchcraft and syncretism. They are some 
missing tools and access to God’s Word in 
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This month you can...  
Pray for War-Torn Syria
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she is a Christian,” said Khadija Grema, one 
of the abducted girls who was returned to 
her family.

Nata Sharibu, Liya’s father, says he 
wishes his daughter were home, but he is 
proud of her defiance toward her captors. 

“Boko Haram insurgents decided not to 
release my daughter because she refused to 
denounce Christ,” Sharibu told reporters. “I 
am happy for that, even though as a father I 
wish she had returned home as the rest. But 
God is in control.”


