
significant 
news for 
christians
Some news that’s  
encouraging—some 
disturbing. Read with 
discernment. Watch  
and pray. 

Country in Focus: Finland (1)

Finland, located between Sweden and Russia, has a high-tech exporting 
economy supported by the traditional economy, which is based in large part on 
timber and wood products. The country has seen great growth since the 1990s, 

but unemployment, especially among minorities, remains high. Independent since 1917, Finland 
is a stable, multiparty democracy. The nation is one of the most affluent and peaceful nations in 
the world—often leading in civil liberties, education, income, and environmental issues. Finland’s 
strong Christian tradition and geographic location afford the country a strategic role in reaching the 
many people of the former Soviet Union. The legacy of sending missionaries remains strong, though 
many missionaries now come from parachurch organizations, as the contemporary church faces 
problems of stagnation and decline.

Prayer concerns:
• Humanism, secularism, and materialism have tight control on many Finns. While the majority of 

people look with favor on the church at large, only 8 percent of Finns attend any church service 
monthly.

• The Lutheran church retains a strong evangelical tradition, but only 3 percent of Lutherans 
attend church.

• Church leadership is aging, and fewer and fewer young leaders are taking part; the young are 
often prevented from taking leadership positions because their faith is “too dynamic.”

• Some sectors of society, such as immigrant minority groups and indigenous minorities, are 
virtually unreached.

• Any form of men’s ministry is particularly difficult in Finland’s highly passive and private culture.
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And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, 
and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 

 LUKE 11:9

Algerian Christians Fear Government Crackdown, continued from page 3

months after obtaining a permit. 

Although the Algerian constitution allows 

for freedom of conscience and worship, groups 

must be registered, and religious services can 

only be held in buildings set aside exclusively 

for that use. Acts like insulting any religion or 

proselytizing a Muslim remain illegal.

Luis Palau Diagnosed 
with Cancer
World-renowned evangelist Luis Palau has 

released a video announcing that he has been 

diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer.

The 83-year-old Palau fell ill after a busy fall 

season, as he returned from an overseas trip 

to the UK. The initial diagnosis revealed cancer 

inside one of his lungs. After more testing, a 

terminal diagnosis was made.
 “This is sad,” Palau said in the video, “but 

I don’t feel panic or horror. If [I’m] healed, 
hallelujah! And many people are praying that 
the Lord will do a miracle. It would take literally 
a miracle medically speaking. Stage 4 is big 
time.”

He went on to say that he felt peace knowing 
that at least 10 years ago he elected his son 
Kevin to be president of his ministry, and his 
son Andrew is an anointed evangelist. “So 
everything is ready, and if the Lord wants to 
take me home in the next two months or two 
years, then I’m ready,” Palau said.

Palau began to cry as he spoke about 
leaving his family, but he did say he still 
intends to complete the mission trips they 
have planned for this year as God gives him 
the strength.

Luis Palau has been in ministry for more 
than 50 years. The Palau Association has 
collaborated with thousands of churches in 
hundreds of cities around the world.

RETRACTION: In the December 2017 issue of 
The Church Around the World, it was reported 
that Agape International Missions (AIM) had 
been asked to leave Cambodia. That informa-
tion was incorrect. AIM is still operating in 
Cambodia; its programs focus on preventing 
human trafficking and rescuing, restoring, and 
reintegrating survivors.

To check out books and other church resources, 
please visit www.Tyndale.com.

Article: Childhood 
Euthanasia Should Be 
Left to “Beneficence”  
of Doctors 
In a recent edition of the journal Pediatrics, 
medical professionals discussed the topic 

of euthanasia for sick children. The article 
contains viewpoints of both proponents 
and opponents of childhood euthanasia, 
but the proponents’ views appear especially 
concerning.

In the Netherlands, it is already legal for 
children ages 12 to 18 to be euthanized 



Christian organizations Cru 
and InterVarsity Christian 

Fellowship are teaming up to 
bring God’s Word to college 
campuses across the country.  
“The goal is zero,” said Mark 
Gautheir, executive director 
of Cru’s US campus ministry. 
“Zero campuses without an ex-
pression of a student ministry 
by 2025.” 

The #everycampus cam-
paign aims to reach 1,800 
college campuses with the 
gospel message. The cam-
paign website, everycampus 
.us, states, “God loves every 
student on campus. But, more 

than half of today’s college stu-
dents attend a campus where 
there is not an active group of 
Christians sharing the love and 
hope of Jesus with their class-
mates. We want to change 
that.” The two campus minis-
tries, which are the biggest of 
their kind in the country, hope 
to encourage other churches 
and organizations to join them 
in their mission.

The executive vice president 
for field ministry at InterVarsity, 
Jason Thomas, told CBN News, 
“We would love to see a gos-
pel movement planted in every 
campus in the country, par-

ticularly in every campus that 
has at least 1,000 students.” 
Thomas went on to state that 
traditionally underserved com-
munities like smaller state 
schools, liberal arts colleges, 
community colleges, histori-
cally black colleges and uni-
versities, and Native American 
tribal colleges tend to go un-
reached. “You need a different 
kind of effort to contextualize 
the gospel,” he said.

Visit everycampus.us for 
more information on how 
you or your church can join  
#everycampus in reaching col-
lege students for Christ.

Article: Childhood Euthanasia Should Be Left to “Beneficence” of Doctors, continued from page 1
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same-sex marriages (and been censured or 
resigned) and smaller regional conferences 
that affirm LGBT relationships have departed.

Mennonites are Anabaptists—Protestants 
who believe in the validity of adult baptism 
only—and are among the smallest groups of 
Protestant Christians, with about 2 million 
members worldwide. In 2016, there were 
about 78,000 members of the Mennonite 
Church USA, a decline from about 133,000 
in the 1990s.

Bolivian Christians Fear 
Imprisonment under 
New Law (3)

Evangelicals in Bolivia say they are “deeply 
worried” about the country’s new penal code, 
which could sentence evangelicals to up to 
12 years in prison. The penal code, which 
Bolivian president Evo Morales is expected 
to approve, could lead to a ban on evangelism 
and state abuse against Christians.

The law threatens punishment for anyone 
who “recruits, transports, deprives of freedom 
or hosts people with the aim of recruiting them 
to take part in armed conflicts or religious or 
worship organizations.” Those found guilty 
could face 5 to 12 years in prison.

The National Association of Evangelicals in 
Bolivia has launched a National Emergency 
Commission that will analyze the impact of 
the new law.

Bolivia is predominantly Roman Catholic. 

Evangelicals and Pentecostals make up 
around 8.1 percent of the population, with 
other Protestants making up 7.9 percent.

Algerian Christians  
Fear Government 
Crackdown (4)

Algerian Christians fear government officials 
may be coordinating intensified persecution 
against them following arrests, inspections, 
and church closures in recent months.

Middle East Concern and World Watch Moni-
tor report that police recently arrested three 
people after finding they had Christian litera-
ture. A newspaper hostile to Christians called 
it a “foiled evangelism attempt.” Although re-
leased, the three Christians could face crimi-
nal charges of proselytizing. Punishment can 
include fines of up to one million dinars and 
five years’ imprisonment.

That same week, intelligence, police, re-
ligious affairs, and fire brigade authorities 
showed up and inspected two Protestant 
churches in Béjaïa, a northern province, for 
safety compliance. The buildings host eight 
congregations.

In southern Algeria, a provincial governor or-
dered a church to cease all religious activities 
at their facility after a decade of use. Officials 
accused church leaders of failing to comply 
with safety regulations and failing to obtain 
government permission. The leaders were 
told the church cannot reconvene until three 
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This month you can...  
Help Reach Every College Campus 
with the Gospel

with parental consent. Three of the doctors 
contributing to the Pediatrics article—Marije 
Brouwer, MA; Els Maeckelberghe, PhD; and 
Eduard Verhagen, MD, JD, PhD—argued that 
the Netherlands should broadly legalize 
euthanasia. “We would advise the Minister 
of Health to consider removing age restrictions 
from both the Euthanasia Regulation and 
the Groningen Protocol. This would make 
euthanasia accessible for competent and 
incompetent children who suffer unbearably 
when there is no other way to relieve their 
suffering. It would show trust in mature 
minors, parents, and doctors to make the right 
decisions,” they wrote.

The doctors went on to argue that the 
decision to euthanize should be left to the 
“beneficence” of physicians.

Largest Group of 
Mennonite Churches 
Leaves Denomination (2)

The Lancaster Mennonite Conference (LMC), 
the largest group of Mennonite congregations 

in the US, has officially separated from the 
broader Mennonite community after a long-
term disagreement over sexuality and the 
church.

The LMC, with 179 churches in 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and New York, voted to 
leave the Mennonite Church USA, the umbrella 
organization of Mennonite congregations. 
The two groups fractured over the definition 
of marriage—an issue affecting virtually every 
US religious denomination in the wake of the 
2015 Supreme Court ruling legalizing same-
sex marriage. The LMC opposes same-sex 
marriage, and members were increasingly 
uncomfortable with some Mennonite Church 
USA policies that affirmed it, including hiring 
policies that address LGBT people.

The issue of sexuality has riven the 
Mennonite community for decades. The 
Mennonite Church USA officially views 
homosexual activity as a sin and defines 
marriage as between one man and one 
woman, but there has been pushback from 
within as several pastors have performed 


