
significant 
news for 
christians
Some news that’s  
encouraging—some 
disturbing. Read with 
discernment. Watch  
and pray. 

Country in Focus: Egypt (1)

Egypt is primarily desert, with only 3 percent of the land arable. Traditionally, 
the country’s wealth has been in agriculture, employing about one-third of 
the workforce, but today, already limited arable land continues to be lost to 

expanding cities. Despite recent economic growth, a large proportion of the population lives 
in poverty—most blame institutionalized corruption, a bloated public sector, and advances 
in the economy that fail to impact the masses. 

The Christian church in Egypt has endured nearly 2,000 years of discrimination and 
persecution, yet it retains its spiritual vitality and strength; the Coptic church is by far the 
largest body of Christians in the Middle East. The Bible is now more accessible than ever before 
and the growth of electronic media has helped millions of Muslims hear the gospel in safe 
environments. Still, persecution of Christians has steadily intensified in the past 20 years. The 
large Coptic minority has traditionally been tolerated because of its historical presence and 
its demographic size. In recent years this has changed, however, causing historical Christian 
communities to be targeted as well. There is a small but growing community of Muslim converts 
to Christianity who bear the brunt of persecution, most often from family members. Believers 
are often kicked out of their homes when their Muslim families find out about their faith.

Prayer concerns:
• Egyptian Christians who may struggle to stand firm in the faith;
• The many thousands of believers who are coerced or forced to become Muslim every year;
• The government’s late or nonexistent involvement in incidents involving the persecution 

of Christians;
• The great need for pastoral and missionary training;
• Large unreached people groups, including the urban poor, the Nubians of upper Egypt, 

the desert-nomad Bedouins, and the Berbers, groups centered around western oases;
• The thousands of South Sudanese who have fled violence in their home country and now 

face forced removal from Egypt;
• The Egyptian church’s vision for outreach that is growing, but still in a very early stage of 

development;
• Christian media, which remains one of the most potent means to witness to the majority 

of Egypt’s population.
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I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them;  
intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them. 

 1 TIMOTHY 2:1

MLB Pitcher Gives Property to Christian Camp, continued from page 3

property,” Krystal Simon, Camp Barnabas’s 
chief development officer, said in the release. 
“This incredible gift allows us to further our 
ministry and truly change thousands of lives 
for years to come.”

According to the organization, the camp 
has welcomed more than 75,000 campers 
and missionaries since it was founded 24 
years ago. 

No strangers to charitable work, Cole 
and Heidi Hamels also operate their own 
foundation whose efforts include supporting 
quality education in the United States and 
establishing a school in Malawi, Africa.

Chinese Officials  
Ban Church,  
Confiscate Materials (5)

As part of a growing movement to control ide-
ology, officials from various government de-
partments joined forces to raid a congregation 
in China’s eastern Anhui province, ChinaAid 
recently learned. When authorities from the  
police station and the religious affairs and 
comprehensive management departments 
raided a house church associated with Chris-
tian Yu Jiafang, they ordered her to dissolve 
the church immediately. They also confiscated 
Christian items and books that they deemed 
in violation of Articles 3 and 69 of China’s 
Regulations on Religious Affairs and warned 
Yu about policies restricting religion. Before 
they left, they told her that the police station 
would take over the situation and would deal 
with her accordingly.

Since Chinese president Xi Jinping came to 
power in 2013, he and his administration have 
striven to tighten religious restrictions and 
consolidate ideological authority around the 
Communist Party. In order to do this, they have 
cracked down on unregistered congregations, 
forcing them to either join the officially moni-
tored Three-Self Church or close completely.

To check out books and other church resources, 
please visit www.Tyndale.com.



The following was written by 
Will Graham, a grandson of 
Billy Graham who travels all 
over the world telling people 
about Jesus. 

As an evangelist, people 
occasionally ask me 

which Bible verses they should 
memorize and use when shar-
ing their faith. While there are 
many great ones to choose 
from, here’s where I suggest 
that they start: 

•  1 Peter 3:15: “But in your 
hearts honor Christ the 
Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense 
to anyone who asks you for 
a reason for the hope that is 
in you; yet do it with gentle-
ness and respect.”

•  Luke 12:12: “For the Holy 
Spirit will teach you in that 
very hour what you ought 
to say.”

These are both so impor-
tant to know before sharing 
your faith. Spend time in the 
Word and in prayer so you are 
spiritually filled and prepared. 
But also know and have confi-
dence that the Holy Spirit will 
speak through you.

Now, when it’s time to actu-
ally share your faith, my guid-
ance would be to start here:

•  Romans 3:23: “For all have 
sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.”

•  1 John 1:9: “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”

•  Romans 6:23: “For the 
wages of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Have you noticed that 
there’s a growing segment of 
people in the world today who 
don’t know what sin is, or that 
they’re a sinner? They may re-
spond with, “I’ve never killed 
anybody.”

But the Bible says very 
clearly that we’re all sinners, 
and that sin keeps us from 
God. The beautiful thing is that 
God doesn’t leave us where we 
are, separated from him by sin. 
No, he gives us a path through 
his Son, Jesus.

•  John 3:16: “For God so 
loved the world, that he 
gave his only Son, that who-
ever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal 
life.”

•  John 14:6: “Jesus said to 
him, ‘I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except 
through me.’”

Yes, we’re sinners, but 
Christ paid the price for our sin. 
Because of that amazing gift, 
we can know him and have 
hope for eternity. But how?

•  Romans 10:9: “Because, 
if you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.”

It’s so simple, yet we have 
a tendency to make it more 
complicated than it really is. 
Believe, confess, repent, and 
follow. When you do that, 
he will begin to work in and 
through you.

My friends, don’t miss the 
chance to share your faith with 
others. There’s a lost and dying 
world just outside your door, 
and eternity is at stake. Com-
mit these verses to memory, 
spend time in prayer, and be 
ready to speak when God gives 
you the opportunity!

Continued on page 4
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Some 400 people were attending the 
church service, and Baluchistan police chief 
Moazzam Ansari said security personnel and 
officers prevented a much deadlier attack.

Nasir Saeed, director of the UK-based Centre 
for Legal Aid, Assistance and Settlement, 
called the attack “an act of cowardice” and 
said in a statement, “It is condemnable and 
such hate and violence cannot help anyone to 
make a place in Heaven.”

Pakistan is ranked as the fourth worst nation 
in the world for persecution of Christians, 
according to Open Doors USA’s 2017 World 
Watch List.

British Missionary Killed 
in Nigeria (3)

A British missionary who was abducted in 
October 2017 by a Nigerian cult has reportedly 
been killed. According to Open Doors USA, 
Ian Squire was shot after leading a group in 
singing “Amazing Grace.”

“This missionary, Ian Squire, he was a real 
person,” said David Curry of Open Doors USA. 
“He’s a real human being who was giving his 
life to try to help these folks in the south of 
Nigeria, and he was kidnapped and killed for 
his faith. And there are many people like him 
in Nigeria who have names and faces and 
families. They’re not all British, most of them 
are Nigerian themselves but they love Jesus 
and they’re dying for their faith.”

Squire was one of four British missionaries 

who were abducted by the cult. He was 
working to help provide eye care for people 
in Nigeria.

Nigeria was ranked number 12 on the Open 
Doors 2017 World Watch List of countries 
where Christians face the worst persecution.

MLB Pitcher  
Gives Property to  
Christian Camp (4)

Texas Rangers star pitcher Cole Hamels and his 
wife are donating their $9.75 million Missouri 
mansion and more than 100 surrounding 
acres to a Christian camp for children with 
special needs and chronic illnesses.

Based in southwest Missouri, Camp 
Barnabas already has two different facilities 
located in the Ozark Mountains. The 
organization’s website lists “Christ comes first 
always” and “staffers point people to Christ in 
everything we do” among its values.

“There are tons of amazing charities in 
Southwest Missouri. Out of all of these, 
Barnabas really pulled on our heartstrings,” 
Hamels said in a press release. “Seeing the 
faces, hearing the laughter, reading the stories 
of the kids they serve; there is truly nothing 
like it. Barnabas makes dreams come true, 
and we felt called to help them in a big way.”

The Hamels family’s gift is the largest 
donation in the history of the nonprofit 
organization.

“This is so much more than a beautiful 
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This month you can...  
Share Your Faith with Scripture

ISIS Claims 
Responsibility for 
Church Bombing (2)

At least nine people were killed and more 
than 50 others injured when ISIS extremists 
attacked a church in southwestern Pakistan 

during a Sunday service. The attack was on 
Bethel Memorial Methodist Church in Quetta, 
where one ISIS radical detonated a bomb that 
was strapped to him. A second ISIS fighter was 
killed after he opened fire on the worshipers. 
Two other ISIS radicals escaped, and police 
are searching for the suspects.


